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Two weeks ago, we looked at several events that were quite depressing. Last week, we
reversed that and were uplifted by the revelation of God, and Christ, being the same —
yesterday, today and tomorrow. The analogy of being like a rock was shown to be
consistent throughout the entire Bible.

While it may not appear evident in the beginning, this study is a continuation of the study
we began last week.

Quite often, I will hear a similar thought presented to me in apparently casual
conversations. Many times that thought appears to be irrelevant to the subject being
discussed. This may be one way that God’s Holy Spirit communicates to me a topic that
needs to be addressed.

I have been in 3 conversations over the past two weeks that have led me to feel the need
to do a Biblical study on love. One with a young person who has never been married; one
with a person in the process of getting a divorce; one with a person who has been married
for many years. | will explain more about that later as we go along.

Last night, I did my Bible research and planned to organize it this morning.

My plans changed a bit this morning when | woke up, as | often do, with a song in my
head. Actually, it was 2 songs. | went to the internet to make sure | remembered the
words correctly.

In 1965, Jackie Deshannon had a hit song called “What the World Needs Now”

What the world needs now
Is love, sweet love
That’s the only thing that
There’s just too little of

This song was later recorded by Dionne Warwick and Wynona Judd and was a hit both
times for them, also.

Jackie Deshannon had another hit song later on named “Put a Little Love in Your Heart”

Think of your fellow man
Lend him a helping hand
Put a little love in your heart
You see it’s getting late
Oh please don’t hesitate
Put a little love in your heart
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And the world will be a better place
And the world will be a better place
For you, and me,

Just wait and see

The 2" song was a Beatles hit named “All We Need is Love”

Another site caught my eye when I found a sermon posted on the internet. I liked it a lot
and wanted to share it with you.

S ermon by Pastor Dennis Kuder
Kinsley and Lewis United Methodist Churches in Kansas

All We Need Is Love
May 14, 2006

Remember this song?
All you need is love . . . all together!
All you need is love . . . everybody!
All you need is love, love. Love is all you need.

It was nearly four decades ago when The Beatles wrote that
song. Whether they knew it or not, they were borrowing a precept
from Scripture when they wrote those words. The Beatles have been
accused of a lot of things since they skyrocketed to fame in the early
sixties, but | don't recall ever hearing them called theologians. But
when they sang, “All you need is love,” they were treading in deep

theological turf — and they uncovered some eternal words of truth.
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On the last night that Jesus spent with his disciples — on the
very night Jesus was betrayed, arrested, and condemned, he
charged his disciples to “love one another.” Gathered around a table
in an upstairs room somewhere in Jerusalem, Jesus looked into the
eyes of his closest friends and said, “I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another.” (we know this was not a “new”
commandment, but a new, deeper meaning to an old commandment)
Then he set before them an example, “Just as | have loved you, you
also should love one another.” Later that same night, he would say
the measure of his love would be shown in his willingness to die — to
die for them. “No one has greater love than this,” he would say, “to
lay down one's life for his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus went on to say
that the proof of their allegiance to him would be made known to the
world through their commitment to loving one another. “By this (by
your loving devotion to one another) everyone will know that you are
my disciples.” They will know we are Christians by our love. Love is

all you need!
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Jesus talked a lot about love. More than once he repeated the
admonition to love your neighbor as yourself. That was nothing new
to his Jewish hearers. (can you imagine the confusion among the
disciples when they first heard him say it was a “new”
commandment?) Caring for your neighbor was well established in
their tradition. The phrase "love your neighbor as yourself* dates all
the way back to Moses. It's in Leviticus, the third book of the Bible —
in chapter 19, verse 18. But Jesus brought a whole new
understanding to the word neighbor when he told the story of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 29-37). And Jesus enhanced our
awareness of the capacity for parental love in his story of the Prodigal
Son (Luke 15: 11-32). Jesus even went so far as to say we should
love our enemies (Matthew 5: 44). He said, “Love your enemies
(might be able to do), do good to those who hate you (a bit harder to
do, but a reasonable expectation), bless those who curse you (getting
harder), pray for those who abuse you (really hard to do!!!),” (Luke 6:
27). Jesus had some revolutionary things to say about love (He

brought a new, deeper meaning to the words).
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But that night — that night in the upper room — Jesus wasn't
talking about neighbors or enemies. He wasn't talking about
strangers or casual acquaintances. He wasn’t even talking about
disobedient children. He was talking to his closest friends — his

faithful band of disciples. He was talking to the ones who wanted to

follow him, who wanted to be like him. He was talking to the church.

And he said we should love one another. Those of us, who claim the

name Christian, should prove it in the way we love our brothers and

sisters.

Like a mother who pleads with her children to get along, to
share their toys, to stop their fighting and bickering and competing for
attention, Jesus said, “love one another.” That's his commandment
to the church, that’s how the world will come to see us as uniquely
different. That's how they will know we are Christians. That's what
will attract them to our home. People desperately need a place
where they can go and be accepted — where they feel wanted and

loved. The church ought to be that kind of place — a place known by

our love. (We have heard the stories from our members how, as they
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travel about and visit other churches, they don't feel the closeness

that they feel here)

Why is it we have such a problem loving each other? Oh, we
usually give lip service to the concept. We say we love everybody.
In our denomination, we even claim to be united. But our actions
often betray our deeper feelings. In the nearly two thousand years of
church history, the children of God, the brothers and sisters of Christ,
have had plenty of trouble getting along and loving each other. Time
and again, we have disagreed and gone our separate ways. In a
world that longs for quick fixes and instant solutions, the church is
often little different. Yet, Christ calls us to be different — to show the
world a different way — a better way. Jesus challenges us to be
known for our loving — to display for the world a glimpse of God’s

eternal kingdom.

Christ loved us and refused to reject us, even in the moments
of our deepest betrayal. He refused to throw the first stone when
others were clamoring for our punishment, intent on having us killed

for our sin. (Jesus said) | have loved you even as you have debated
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whether or not to desert me, whether or not to betray me. | have
loved you when you were of little faith. | loved you even before you

came to faith. Jesus says, "That is the way | love you and | want you

to love each other like that."

| hope you noticed that Jesus he did not say, “Live in total
agreement.” He knew we could not do that. | suspect he would not
have us continually agree even if we could. After all, Jesus
deliberately chose disciples who violently disagreed on issues of
faith. He chose a zealot and a tax collector — one who radically
opposed the Roman government and one who worked for them. He
chose an impetuous hard head named Peter and two brothers who
were so hot-tempered that they were nicknamed “the sons of
thunder.” (walk thru the several examples of the disciples walking

along and voicing their disagreements)

Disagreements were inevitable, but it was through their
disagreements that the disciples grew and discovered new aspects of
faith. It was through the disagreements of Peter and Paul and the

early church leaders that the church grew in understanding.
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Theological debates rightly conducted only strengthen our faith and

our understanding of faith.

And how are they rightly conducted? Under the rule of love.
Great families don’t always agree among themselves, but they never
fail to love and support one another. That's the kind of family that

Christ calls the church to be — a family known by its love.

How can we identify a Christian? Is there a Bible knowledge
test that we must all pass before we can get into (God’s Kingdom)
heaven? Are there certain acts of charity that we must complete to

gain acceptance? No, Jesus was quite clear about it. Everyone will

know who the disciples of Jesus are because their identity will be

revealed in and through their love for each other. Jesus calls us to

love each other in the way that he loves us.

In order for our faith to be more than “lip-service” we must
appropriate the words of Jesus in everything we do. Following Jesus
means striving to live like Jesus. |t means loving like Jesus. It

means walking hand in hand and working side by side. That is how
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we give ultimate praise to God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Holy Spirit. The world will know we are Christians by our love.

Is it easy? No, not at all! In fact, on our own, we are incapable
of loving others like Jesus did. But we are not on our own. We have
the power of Christ available to us through the Holy Spirit. Loving
others like Christ loves us is a gift of grace made available through
faith. Jesus would never command us to do something without giving
us the power to do it. And that power is available to all who ask, to all

who seek, to all who come to the Lord in faith.

Perhaps the Beatles were only partially correct. To be

absolutely correct they should have sung: "All you need is the love of

God!" For it is that love living in us and loving through us that will

change the world!

Next week, we will begin to study what this really means from the Bible’s point of view.
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